Thoughts on Burnham Philosophy Group Programme for 2010
Ged Keele – October 2009

Lynne Smith and I have been discussing the programme for next year, which we shall be organising jointly.  Lynne wants to stop doing the “nuts and bolts” work at the meetings, and I have agreed to take this over.  Unfortunately I shall be away during January and February so Lynne is going to take care of the early part of the year.  Following that I shall take over the primary responsibility for running the sessions. At this stage we need some feedback and I would be grateful if members could provide this.

Thoughts on the last year
By and large the format of our meetings has served us well over the years.  Our general format of presentation followed by discussion seems to work.  During 2009 we have tried to build in a series of themes built around the Open University philosophy course published ten years ago.  The aim was to provide an overview of a number of broad philosophical issues at an “introductory” level.  At the turn of the year we set up a website that provides some details about who we are, how we were set up and a brief definition of philosophy.  We are also using it to advertise our meetings and have the facility to post material relating to these meetings.  
We need to find answers to a number of questions to help us plan next year’s programme: 

· Do we need to set up an overall theme for the next year?  Should we explore a number of themes?  In what depth should we explore these themes?

· Is the current format of meetings the right one?  Should we experiment with new formats?

We would also like answers to some questions about our website:

· Do people use it?  When it is used does it provide information people want?  Could we make better use of it?

Next year’s programme
Our thoughts currently are:

· Some sessions in the programme for 2010 could be built around a theme, or possibly themes. We shall make some suggestions, but would be happy to respond to other views.

· We would like to experiment with different types of presentation / discussion, in particular those that encourage more active participation in our meetings

· We want to encourage the development of our website / e-mail as a positive tool to support our meetings
Themes
The two areas that we thought could be covered in greater depth are freedom and political philosophy.  One reason for this choice is that freedom is a very important concept, and one that deserves closer study.  Another reason is that, in the past, we have tended to shy away from political philosophy.  We should not, of course, become overtly political but could we look at some of the issues that link politics and freedom?

Could we have suggestions for other themes?

Encouraging participation in our meetings

Can we lessen the burden on our presenters to prepare their talks?  Could we do some preparatory work ourselves eg reading an article so that our presenter leads a discussion rather than does a presentation that leads to discussion?  Could we take themes that we develop ourselves in small groups of 3-5 people, rather than having to use a presenter?  In this type of meeting we might then have a session at the end in which we compare notes.
Using “outside speakers”

We agreed last year that we would not have a Richard Locke lecture.  For those who have not been to one of these it was an opportunity for us to invite an acknowledged content expert to address us on a subject of their choice.  As well as providing us with an expert philospher’s view this would also provide us with a platform to recruit new members.  Whilst this has given us some excellent lectures in the past the general feeling has been that the “pain has not been worth the gain”.  Organising the lecture has proved an administrative headache, and we haven’t gained members as a result of putting on the lecture.
We need to clarify whether this is still our “group position”, but we also need to think through the role of “outside” speakers.  They do provide us with good material, and in general they are not that expensive.  How many should we invite next year?

Constructive development of our website / e-mail

We have a website, and most of us use e-mail.  Can we use IT to support our meetings more effectively.  We would like feedback on the following:

· Would members like to see an expansion of the section entitled What is Philosophy?

· Would it be helpful to use the website for summaries of past talks?

· Would members be prepared to respond to e-mails to look up material on the website and do some reading before meetings?

PLEASE NOTE – if we do use the website / e-mail to support the development of our meetings we would endeavour, as far as we could, to distribute printed material to those who don’t have computers.
